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Old English offrian ‘sacrifice something to a deity’, of Germanic origin, from Latin offerre ‘bestow, present’
(in ecclesiastical Latin ‘offer to God’), reinforced by French offrir (which continued to express the primary
sense). The noun (late Middle English) is from French offre .
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Q: Why would the people agree to give the money to the temple as opposed to taking it themselves?
A: Well, what’s the point of it then? You aren’t giving it away; you are making a profit out of it
then. What is the sanctity of saying, “Well, if this happens, I'll offer my hair,” and then you want to
profit form that! Q: Okay, then why can’t they just cut to off and throw it in the garbage? A: Well,
because you say you are offering to the presiding deity at that particular temple, so there’s no
point in throwing it in the garbage! Q: I see. They do offer it to accrue to the benefit of the temple. A:
Of course, but in the olden days nobody did that. Okay, a hundred years ago or a couple of hundred
years ago you would just throw it in the garbage Q: And do the people who offer up the hair know
where it eventually ends up? A: No.
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14. Hair offerings
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15“The Tribes and Castes of the Central Provinces of India” by R. V. Russell (published in 1916)
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Giving our hair to god is the symbol of leaving our ego.
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17 “The plaintiffs (T. T. D. Board and others) did not want to prevent the appellants from carrying
out their trade. There was no objection to the appellants running their shaving saloons on Tirumala
Hills and carrying on the profession of hair-cutting and hairdressing of anyone who visited their
saloons. There did not deem to be any objection to the appellants shaving the heads of their
customers but the only thing they were not entitled to do, according to the plaintiffs, was to
shave the heads of pilgrim-votaries who wished to give their hair to the deity as offering.
Therefore what the plaintiffs wanted was not an exclusive right to carry on the profession of a
barber. So all that the plaintiffs wanted was, an injunction restraining the defendants from inducing
the pilgrims to believe that they were offering their hair on their heads to the diety when they got
their heads shaved by the appellants and other defendants.

18. Therefore it appeared to him that the plaintiffs had a prima facie case that the mirasidars were
entitled exclusively to shave the heads of the pilgrim-votaries who wished to offer the hair on their
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Question: Tan someone send halr o Tinupall Balaji’
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By Nirmalananda Reddy Kasivi. said on May 11, 2017: npvn -n-l-: NYNDI N0 b:N l;,'ij 1'7UJ mIywn nx
Thig person lives in Tirupatl. India. !
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“If someane sends human hair through someans to Tirupal Balaji, when unable
o make pligrimage, he same could b2 el or placed al the premises of lonsure

“kalyanakatta®” 777 Honvh At DR MHYWY TWHRW NY D1WH W
By Sri Venkata Rama, said on May 11, 2017: ‘7UJ D1PD3 nnywn PRW NXIMN ,D'(IJ‘? yunm W
"Yes you can. Just ensure there is someone you know well is going to Tiumala. binkinhss '77:'@3 nwy N0 NoOow r]v'oqn TN ‘n]bun

You ean giva tham the hair and request them o drop it in Hundi. It is & strong

belief that anything offered in Hundi is a offening to lord Venkateswara. My sisters D"[')’n '7UJ mIywn DN ]n‘pw onw ,3"ﬂ7N3 mpivi
whio are in USA had their kids hair sent 1o me and we personally took it to

Thirumala and offerse It in hur, NOMIPUYH A DX XN oM, onbw

By Sasldhar Darla, sald on May 16, 2017:

, N1 195NN Yow Dwn Yo XY Ntw My whwm
| wouldn't recommend deing that, The whole point of pilgnmage is the journey
your undertake o visit lord Balaji. It has it's complels eflech only when someone NI 'b’bxn nu{']‘) DYIINU DWIYW '73']'7 n”bljn
goes to Tirupat in parsen and offers the hair”
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heads to the deity in discharge of their vowes and the temple was entitled to control shaving of the
heads of pilgrim-votaries and collect the hair which was endowed to the deity.

‘After dealing with the various points raised by the advocated of both sides, the Judge stated that it
appeared to him that the balance of convenience was in favour of issuing the injunction, and so he
dismissed the appeal petition with costs.
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19 We take a pledge with the idol that If a particular work is completed, I will come and submit my
hair (talaneelaalu) to you. Suppose we could not go to the idol at that time. Some obstruction may be
formed. Some people will cut their hair and keep them tied in a cloth. One Yellow cloth, one copper
coin, these hair...keep them all in a cloth and keep that tied cloth aside. Generally what he does is,
when he feels convenient, he will reach idol along with this hair tied in a cloth mudupu and drop the
same in the Hundi... Whether in villages or cities, after tonsure, tying the cut hair in a cloth and
offering them in the Hundi, offering whatever they have according to their status...all this is going
on from ages. Whatever it may be, it all goes to Him. There is no doubt in it
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From Cambridge Dictionary
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/surrender
surrender
verb
1. surrender verb (ACCEPT DEFEAT)
to stop fighting and admit defeat:
2. surrender verb (GIVE)
to give something that is yours to someone else because you have been forced to do so or because it
is necessary to do so:
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Samarpinchu means “to offer respectfully. FFor example, when we offer something to god, we say,
“BaDVS SIS 00 (dEviniki samarpinchu saamagri”) meaning the material being offered to

god.
Samarpinchu - to offer, to offer with respect, with bhakti (devotion)
Arpana - to give, samarpana - to give with faith, devotion, happiness
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Can-you-give-an-example-of-its-use
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https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-meaning-of-the-Telugu-word-mokku-in-English
Mokku, a telugu word, means

1. Promise to offer something what you have to a deity (god) in temple, that can be
money, gold, hair or any other.

2. Mokku also in the form of an act in a temple
3. Mokku as a verb refers to touching the feet of elders or some one whom we worship
https://tamildictionary.org/tamil_english.php?id=4830 .27

(W1 STETN&E0 S, an offering of the hair of the head shaved off and presented to

an idol in fulfilment of a vow.
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Ancient Hindu literature stipulates that a man must be ready to offer his
head in the service of God.** It is not known for certain when and why the
Hindus began to offer the hair to the deity instead of the head. Presumably
at some stage religious and fertility rituals somehow got associated with | 197 NPA% 27N DX
hair, which began to be offered as an alternative to human sacrifice. In| WKW nNX 2pnd
the Temples of the blue Skinned Vishnu in Ma{d_ras 500,000 pilgrims offer | Shny a2y 1HW
hair yqn‘ly. 6(;)0 barbers are always in service.” In Triputi Temple (south S PPT I NS T
of India) and in many other such temples hair is offered to the goddess as
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Another unique custom of Tirumala is the tonsure ceremony. Pilgrims to Opuv NN XOMPUH NN AN Ty
Tirumala usually offer the hair on their head to the Lord as a devotional offering. | D537 RXOMIPVY S390 "9y .MYan

Persons in need of the assistance of the Lord usually take a vow and when they visit WX 17IJUJ Wwn (YOIN) 2’7|7ﬂ‘7
ir hai akatta - ial hall hi LA
the temple offer their hair at the Kalyanakatta - special hall erected for this purpose on '7'(17 ]31‘73 ,'7"7N‘7 Dﬂ‘?UJ
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bath in the Pushkarini follows the tonsure ceremony; the pilgrims then enter the
temple and worship the Lord.

It is believed that hair offering establishes a bond between the man and the
deity to whom it is offered. As one enters Tirumala cne would invariably find a
cluster of cottages and choultries built for accommodation of the pilgrims. Just N ar oy TNYn maw
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Tirumala Temple, A Study of Pilgrimage by Dr. Thimmappa Valmiki .29
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Story behind Tirumala Hair Offering At KalyanaKatta mywn v
First devotee who gave her hair to god is Neela Devi. Lord Srinivasa named this hill by her name as 7”1 NN '7"7N'7
Neeladri. When Lord Srinivasa was hit by a Shepard on his head, a small portion of his scalp becomes NN X7 .0 .l..nl7
bald. There is no hair growth over that place and this was noticed by Gandharva princess, Neeladevi. She '7
felt such a handsome face should not have any defect. Immediately she cuts a portion of her hair and nnw yoann
implants it on his scalp with her powers. As hair is considered as the beautiful aspect of women, Lord .0 777‘7‘173 .7"10
Srinivasa notices her sacrifice and he said all the hair given to him by devotees in Tirumala or gl ‘7]; 1910
Tirupati belf)ngs to Neeladevi. Giving our hair to god is the symbol of leaving our ego. The word WK Ay
"Talanelalu” is also came from her name.
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92 Reena Puri: You guys seem to be really stuck on the tonsuring story. I am 62 years old and I've

heard this story when I grew up, so I don't think it is 15 years old.

33 As with all legends and myths some sources are clear whereas others may have come through the
oral tradition till someone noted it down somewhere. But this is the most quoted story regarding
the shaving of head at Tirupati. Yes, most devotees who have their heads shaved do know the
story and believe in it.
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Q: Did you actually know about the legend of N”d when you were growing up? Do you know if your
parents and grandparents knew about it?

A:

1. From my college days (since the 1950's) I have been visiting the Temple of lord venka-— as I
studied in one of the colleges run by the TTD in Tirupathi. Since then I have been hearing about
many of the legends connected to Lord Venkat-— of Tirupathi including the legend about N”d.

2. There is no possibility for my parents or grand parents to know about this particular legend as we
belong to the state of Kerala in India. This temple is located in Andhra Pradesh in India and the
Lord is the family Deity of most of them. So those who belong to this State and who are of the age of
my parents and grandparents may be knowing about it.
35, As far as my knowledge about the legend of N”d is concerned it is quite old. Whether this is
tound in any Purana I really do not know because the Puranas that I have gone through does not
mention it. Most probably there is some indirect reference to this legend. I have not spent much
time in knowing the source of the legends connected with Lord Venkate—- as I felt that such probe
is not relevant.
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8. Q: You give the hair to lord Bala..? First goes to Bala.., and Bala.. give to nee--di?... So,
they are giving to Bala.., but Bala.. giving to N”d?

A: If you offer for bala--, bal-- give to Nee”d... They pray [to] god, that all the offerings
should be given to n”d only. After cutting the hair, cut your hair in Tirumala, that all the
hair goes to n”d account.
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| Swami: Neela Devi, she didn’t see, Neeladevi is a god, hair is only given to lord Vishnu |
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https://onwisconsin.uwalumni.com/features/black-gold/
"I assume the position as he fixes my blades to the razor handle. “Start praying,” he says. I
try to remember the god’s face, but there’s no time to contemplate: the man forces my head
downward and runs the blade down from the top of my head with the practiced efficiency of
a sheepherder. Satisfied, he grabs my chin, sticking a thumb in my mouth as he prepares to
dispense with my beard.”

#2 The time I got my head shaved at the world’s busiest holy site — The Confluence Countdown

And we started. My barber dosed me with water from the bucket of shaving water two
times, then basically massaged my head to get it wet. There was no soap or anything. He
then told me to pray to Govin--, put my blade into his razor and methodically got to work. I
sat crossed-legged in front of him, leaning forward so my hair and the water fell between us.
He moved my head forcefully but not harshly as he shaved. I prayed to Govin--
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3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Govinda

+ Angapradakshinam

Angapradakshinam is when pilgrims lie prostrate, and then roll around the temple,
chanting the Lord's name. The objective is to show their devotion to the Lord, and
thank Him for protecting them. It is performed in the Vimana Pradakshinam, one of
the pathways around the temple.
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o 45,

¢ Q: When they shave the hair do they pray?

e A: “Govi***” They will pray. Q: They will pray?

¢ A: They will pray and they will say “Gov*** Govi***”.[* one of the names of the idol]
e Q: Also the people that are shaved and also the barbers do they pray?

e A: Yeah, every day before starting their work they will pray (the barbers), and only
then they will start their work.

e O: Are there any people that shave their hair that do not pray? Some people just come shave
their head? Or everybody prays?

e A: Some peoples will do. Because nowadays some people don’t know the tradition. That’s the
problem.
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+1.Q): If the point is shaving to the idol, why don’t you tonsure in the temple itself? Is it because there

is not enough space?

A: In the past, all these were used to be within temple gopurams. Whereas, during the years
thereafter, the human population is going on growing. The devotees’ number is also
correspondingly increased. In the later days, this is being going on distancing away. As it is mainly
keeping the interests of the devotees without disturbing the Hindu customs, they are distanced and
to provide better conveniences is our responsibility.
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# : Where they shave do they have to have one of the gods, either a statue or a picture of the gods?
A: In the hall. The gods picture or statue will be in the hall.

Q: In the hall? A: In the hall. Where they shave
Q: Where they shave? A: Before the god only they shave.

. This offering is made in a separate building due to reasons of cleanliness, and also because no
offerings are made in front of the idol in the temple. Devotees do not get even a second to stand in
front of the Deity.

5 We can offer anywhere in Tirupati. In Kalyana Katta (place to offer hair), and we can see idols
everywhere in kalyana katta..so it is the same image and won’t make any difference where we offer
Only difference here is they don’t do "pooja" (worship).just by saying govin-- we offer our prayers.

51 Q: Are the icons & idols in the tonsuring hall the same as the big idol on the main temple...?

A: This Venkat--a Swamy statue is all the same in all places. ‘yeka hastam katinchaivaa vamee
shankam sarichhame dakshane chakra hastamcha yekam vaikunta hastakam peetambadharam devam
naanaa alankaara shobhitam alrmelmanga samyuktham venkatesham mahambhaje’. The idol,
picture, statue of the Lord Venkateswara Swamy will be the same qualities as given above. No
change should be done with it.
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52 T asked if this building is considered a temple, and both the father and daughter said No. I asked
then why do all people have to take off shoes (as in temple) so they said that because it is an act of
offering to the gods than it must be done without shoes because of the holy circumstances
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e 53 Q: Is the tonsuring hall considered a holy place too? A: Yes, No Slippers are allowed
inside. Tonsure has to be done only by the people of specific castes

Hatbbhixiiniipialy fahie IEE
As we enter one of the huge four-storey kalyanakattas (tonsuring centres) we catch our first
glimpse of some female barbers. Those we speak to say they are volunteering and do not
receive any payment. At the door a security guard eyes us with suspicion before letting us
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enter this heavily surveilled space. A signboard reads: “The Kalyanakatta is a sacred place
where devotees offer their tonsuring with utmost devotion to Lord Srinivasa. The
employees working in this sacred place have to obey the following rules.” The rules state
that barbers should have bare feet, wear traditional clothes and refrain from smoking. They
should address devotees with the term ‘Govin--" and keep the space clean. The list ends with
the declaration: ‘Accepting or demanding money from devotees is a violation of the code of

conduct and will be dealt with severely as per the law.’
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KALYANAKATTA IN TIRUMALA

Kalyanakatta is a sacred place. Here devotees offer their 7"77377”33 HUNPNJ’WP"

hair to Lord in fulfilment of their vows. One should not
enter inside wearing footwear. Tonsuring facility is

available in Kalyanakatta at free of cost. One should not DTN00 N2 WTP DR RO HUNPNJ”?NP
spit and pass urinals in the premises of Kalyanakatta.
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devotees are requested to utilize them.
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Leaving the hamlet I began my journey into the shrine. Despite the fact that there was a long line to
enter Kalyana Katta the assumption that I, an obvious outsider, was there to receive tonsuring
prompted temple authorities to usher me to the front of the line (see Figure 5-30). These actions
may have also been the result of my status as an outsider who appeared to be the focus of a film
crew. Upon entering the temple I began to explain my true intentions which caused a minor
commotion. I was instructed to wait in the office while they attempted to secure permission for me
to videotape the inner workings of the shrine. My request to do research had not specifically
indicated that I wanted to enter the temple, and this is what caused the confusion. Eventually, I was
told that I could not videotape inside the shrine, and I could only enter if I intended to be tonsured.
So my tonsuring journey ended in the office of Kalyana Katta.

56 https://www.dnaindia.com/lifestyle/report-shear-devotion-the-barbers-of-tirupati-2101788
"Even now, all 60 women barbers are part-time, not permanent,” points out Rama Devi. "Piece-rate
barbers get just Rs.2,000-3,000 a month." During the just-concluded peak season at Tirumala
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Venkat--- temple, 150 women barbers were hired on a temporary basis to help manage higher
footfalls at Kalyanakatta. And like most Hindu places of worship, they don't enter the premises or

work if they're menstruating.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vedas#Authority_of_the_Vedas

Authority of the Vedas

The various Hindu denominations and Indian philosophies have taken differing positions on the
authority of the Vedas...

Though many religious Hindus implicitly acknowledge the authority of the Vedas, this
acknowledgment is often "no more than a declaration that someone considers himself [or herself] a
Hindu," and "most Indians today pay lip service to the Veda and have no regard for the contents of
the text.” Some Hindus challenge the authority of the Vedas, thereby implicitly acknowledging its
importance to the history of Hinduism, states Lipner.
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It is so said in ParAshara Smriti's (PS) Chapter 9.
T mRn 9O Y9

Whatever sin a man commits attaches itself to his hair. Hence he should clip his - N

hairs to the length of two fingers' width from their end. ™ VI Saapzhly
PS 9.55 o NI Y INEDW
Attaching a screenshot from the book:
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Whatever sin a man commits attaches itself to hi:
hair. Hence, he should clip his hairs to the length ol
two fingers’ width from their ends. (55)
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38 ”A man should get his head tonsured whenever he gets an opportunity to visit a holy place because
hair are believed to contain all the sins he has committed”
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Mahabharata Section CXXXVI

And being thus seized with passion, the great sage of a highly irascible temper, tore off a matted
lock of his hair, and with holy mantras, oftered it as a sacrifice on the sacred fire. At this, there sprang
out of it a female exactly resembling his daughter-in-law.
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194 The Pagoda of Tripeity.
tho well-educated natives by that same,ond is distinguished by peculiar merassy
and other rights above other parts of the surrounding countries.

¥ This temple is distinguished by the oblations which are offered to its god
by Vishnoo's votaries from all parts of the [ndima world, Prioces send their
vakeels, or ambassadors, to present their offering to the shrine ; whilst the
poorer peasant, who may have Butle clse to offer, wraps up some petty oble-
tion in a piece of wax-cloth; a hundful of rice stained with munjail makes it
look a Jarger packet. The cause of these offorings is es follows: the idol,
switten with love for the blooming Tudmavutzee, dasghter of Akasha, rajah
of Narrainevunoun, in the Bom Ravze zemindary, determined to espouse her,
but wanting coln for the matrimoninl expenses, be raised the wind by the nid
of Cuvera, the Indian Plutus. This god, however, directed that the money
thus ient should be repeid sanually to the sovereign of the countries lying
between the Palaur and Soonoomookei rivers, und the votaries ut the shrine
pour in in great oumbers during the Brambautsoween, or sine-day celcbretion
of the nuptiols, and, onoually, at this period, two-thirds of the nsml collec.
tions are made,

“ The bramios maintain that the Hindoo princes allowed the revennes from
this source to be entirely employed on the spot in religious ceremoties,
and that the Mussulman first appropriated, on the score of the sbove cleim,
the produce of thess oblations, During the eacly wars we bad with the
French, in this part of the world, this source of revenue was one of the fist
fruies of our conquests; though ceruainly its legitimacy i much to be doubled.
These ofierings, of counicaee, ore made gencrally from interested motives, and
are of every diversity of sriicles conceivable; gold und silver Tumps, ecins of all
sorts, bags of rupoes, copper money, spices, sssafatida, the hair cut off the bead,
frequently vowed from Infaney, and given up by some beautiful vingin In com-
pliance with ber parent’s oath, A man who is lame presents o silver log; if
blinel, a silver or gold eye; n fact, there would be no end were T to coumerate
the various ways in which Hindoo superstition develops itself on this occa-
sion. The jewels, which & women bas woen with pride from infancy, are
voluntarily left before the idol; she sppesrs with a shabby cloth before the
stone god, and presents a splendid one, which bas never been worn ; she tears
the bangies from ber infant's little legs, and fondly bopes that the god, whom
she

Seos in the clouds and beors in the wind,

will shower down his blessings on her and hers.  She bas, haply, traveled
hundreds of miles, and accomplished her object; and, perhaps, before a
journey, which to her might have been one of terror, never left hor village asd
the bosom of her own family. The birth of a son, reconcilistion with eme-
mies, suceess azainst the foe, sufe termination of a journey, the marclage of
ason or dsughter, prosperity in trade, esjoyment of health, and the reverse of
thote, areaeong the rexons which Jead together, in the direstion of Tripetty,
the wine av well as ignorant hesthons,

© The offerings are not always prescatod by the interested party; they may

be sest by relations, fricade, or vakeels, but they are frequently Forwarded by
goteyacs. A goseyne is a servant of the temple; there are o conaidenble
pumber of them. A few months before the Brumbaatsoween, they set outin
different directioos, and reaching the country they intend to commenra their
operationsin, they usfurl the sacred flag of the god, with which cach is eotrosted.
“Round this iolatrois benner the Mindoos gather, and either trust ther ofer-
ings to its beaver, or carry the caunickee themselves to the foot of the idol.

.DP0MYIN DPONN P IR

(WDIN) WIINW MNINN2 TN A1 HDnun
JTINN 0PN 20200 LM T MY DHRS
WA ..DMp° TRD D737 DNW 0757010
N5 7277 0% PRY Ova YW Sumwow
N°275 ,7Ww S0 722 DY AN DRI
Sw n1oOnN HuM DY DNMM TMN NI
AW Dom) 0 ORS00 NYRN NP
AIDIND L (290 YWD ANNn YOS
(ONWHa 129p0 YW M) RPIRP IR 1990
9%5mn on oW DN 595 T DMWY
59m Myavn 20N 701 Wi, Yy 03T
JWINn qud oM Sw pw 000N
DMYD 1270 WK TR W ,0000an
MY I ON O T THRWS AT NN TIW
N 07X 12,770 YW T "y Mo mMna
N 2™ PY X2 MY 0N ,A00D HI7 KO
NP DR DRANY ....A03

onYw MOwn Sy oMo IR DKITIAN
NN RWNH 0N IR MIPNY APIDIRD X305
75 nman 1'K) LD "anb5 1a% RpPINpD
(wnn 5NN O3

03 CRPIRP) MIIpN2 YOow nbnnna waom
2wn L O9HRN 937 10H RXam ORPIRPpM MW
ww 'Y ATIRA A1Y WpNa oW Pnnw LI
,M2°30 N2 17N, 17230 5P Annnnn N 9OxY
WHNNW ID5M MIW ANHDD N AN MW 00

RainiivhBaiiniiiap)

NN IRNNW (376 MY) 1883 2 MXY KXW "TIN2 07NY MPNT NAWNN" QWA NN JW° IDON HOI VWYY 05105
12995 NIYW DX N1PNW AWK SW AWYN IR MINYN NI0N DR PN 1T D0 IMY W N3P0
(165-166 DTINY YW DN MINPHA Y212 1IN NXT) 017 01 Hw nHRY

79909 NWRY YW YW 721921 MR MIXANND 0N ,05W DWW DX MHWH MTOpn Wi RN
PoMa X, InhR Sw P A1, MmN Hon Y1 om0 MIrrann TNRD awn: 1pwn
(DRINT-2397) W NIKNP NS YW APIDIRDY PI0°NN M0 SW NN VIDI DWITPD NIMIPHAN

5172 TRD AWYN 2WNI NT,0MON DWIR 'Y

INPIRT ANY 1D WHn KT NMMyww 21N O5AN0aw MnYw wvhnm  KonnT XDI1pa XD WYy pnnn Lo
ANWY KOK ,NTMYWH MO0 PR DONT 90 109 Dmw KPR NXW T NN XNPND2 2IN5wH awynY (nanpn)
W 210D OXW MWW 712 /917 DTN WW 10T ANT TV 1T K207 100w 1W0hnnw nxY1 (0T
177 KXY DX .DI9KT MDY NMMYWT DK DMMINW LIwDi VW, 29N 1Y NN IRPINPW 01 NN N1, RKPNIp

9993 A onyT oy



Women, on the other hand, are most careful to preserve
their hair intact. They pride themselves on its length and
weight. For a woman to have to part with her hair is one
of the greatest of degradations, and the most terrible of all
trials. It is the mark of widowhood. Yet in some sacred
places, especially at the confluence of rivers, the cutting off
and offering of a few locks of hair (Vepi-dinam) by a vir-
tuous wife is considered a highly meritorious act.

A Brihman gentleman of high rank in India once described
to me how he had taken his wife for the performance of this
ceremonial to Praydga, which, as the point of meeting of the
Ganges and Jumnd, is regarded as one of the holiest places of
pilgrimage in India. She was escorted to the banks of the
river by a troop of priests—there called Prayigwil—carrying
cocoa-nuts, areca-nuts, flowers, kuikuma, etc. At the conflu-
ence she was made to sit down and offer worship (piija) to the

Ganges. Then one of the priests recited certain texts and
prayers from the Veda, and holding a pair of golden scissors
in his hand cut off about two inches of her long hair. The
locks thus severed were deposited as a precious offering in
a costly metal vessel, but not without the addition of five
rupccs; to make the gift more acceptable: Then the husband,
in ratification of the ceremony, poured water into the hand
of the priest, who thereupon took the moncy for himself and
cast the locks of hair into the river. The shorn woman re-

garded this presentation of her precious locks to the river-

goddess as a great privilege, for it can only be performed by
a devoted wife who is Tiving virtuously with her husband, and
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only in his presence.
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In its west quadrangle is placed a long Gangalam
(large brass vessel) covered with a long canvas spout and
guarded by peons and vigilant guards. All votive offerings
| from devotees are deposited in this vessel cslled Koppera.

They range from hairs removed from the shaven
heads of men and women to diamond jewellery, orna-
mental necklaces, ear rings, gold bangles set with pre-
cious stones, bundles of currency notes, gold, silver, jag-
gery, sugar candy, idols, vessels, wrist watches, promisory
notes, lottery tickets and other articles, and coins of all
denominations current and old.
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18 The stock position of Human Hair put for sale is follows,

(343 'Y MMPHA 7P V)

1. First Variety 4000 Kgs ,7"0WNA "NMNT NN mYWN PWRW HWA 910N 02 1]'73’.7
2. Second Variety -- 14250 Kgs

3. Third Variety 22640 Kgs DIINW WMNDN DM ,5DDUHD maywn Sw N Nnn oW
4. Gray Hair 150 Kgs. 61

5. Hundi Hair 175 Kgs. U2 NW WA DR TI932
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Some apparently very emotional and not very literate Hindus every once
in a blue moon do put their hair in there, but that hair is less than even Ny 0T Sy OXWI Sonvn nSNInws Nwynd

[an insignificant minority, and it is also totally not avodaso bekach.

[ just found out that there is actualyl a sign on top of the Hundi, in four NXNPIW TY NAY P’Nan 19DX R7DW apy 290
[different languages, that says:
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Q: Do the temples allow the hair to be placed in the Hundi? A: Yes

Q: Do Indian people sometimes take some of their tonsured hair from the tonsuring hall into
the temple to put in the Hundi? Do people cut their hair in other places (like at home) and
than bring it to put in to the Hundi in the temple?

A: They do not cut their hair at Home, (Most of the people do not know taking part of the
hair from tonsured halls and dropping in Hundi They assume - Leaving hair after tonsure
at tonsuring places will be given to God directly. Some people will put their part of
tonsured hair into HUNDI (along with the money offerings mostly) which is inside silver
threshold (Hundi which is very near to the main Deity)

The process is that, before starting the hair shave, 3 cuts will be done based on one's request
and they give the same to us, so that we can drop in Hundi after having Darshan. (very less
amount of people usually do in this way)
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These offerings, or caunickee, are made generally from interested motives, sod (17DIK) midlpn N> Dw
are of every diversity of articles conceivable; gold and silver lumps, coins of all onn INRW N "7"7?{'7 oINIw
sorts, bags of Tupees, copper money, spices, assafcetida, the hair cut  ff the head, , y
frequently vowed from infancy, and given up by some beautiful virgin in com- 0"ys N1, WRINN TTIW WU

pliance with her parent’s oath. A man who is lame presents a silver leg; if 5¥ 9011 AN 1YW 7T DR 1TIW

Sw 9T1% OXDNA NN ArR T
5w 0NN

6+ Regarding offering of hair by devotees in main hundi inside temple, some devotees believe that to
express their gratitude, they offer very small quantity of hair and wrap it in a yellow piece of cloth
(usually dipped in turmeric and then dried which acts as disinfectant) and offer in hundi. While
clearing the hundi collections, the concerned authorities will segregate this type of offerings and
send it separately to the human hair auctions wing to carryout further process.



27 0T AR, 07PN MDD RINI KO AW 1ANIW AN 123 17 19919730 OPP YW 203 70 MO0 IR 920w 137
Y9 NTAYM ,TYN DR TIPS 02X PYTA PR PITH KINN KD DN MID02W 13N 20W AN DK oM
.1901 D Yy NwyI NN

IPINW NURIN MNPna NNNA D ,ATY PRI T

THAL ) AVEL REEL W W TG R DR e MRS DNYARW 1M YD 9T DWW 1
Mo™Ka uMDYY oNENPT MAnd Y3 oKy LYY AWM amay maven
ASRDR TOMGT 1273 190 AN 3YSN AW YR BYRDIY 37 1B Y Jw nIWwN1 Yom A7 LNYIW APR DYIpnw

an> owr Y"wn Mwa 0oTIw M20VW NN
Al ’I05 NAWN MK DX ANd XINWw (N "2Y)
129

oM VIR, MNOBA OAYT NPPNYN ANDNT DY YA nam
R TR 1 BTR N3 DY TP ED mhh T ATar maw
PA%AS TR AT WEM ARDTEI MR APR e g b

M7 DIW P 12N NN NWNNW M5

PN 925 WINA AN, 200 TIY ININAW 1907 XOT,0100 190 WP, W DX 1915 19°NN0 0w INKS
DX PTY IRINA KD NIW 50 105 IRW 1©IDIT TP TIRND 13T N Y37, PAOW 110 *3RY DOWIPH Mnma
.01 Sw ramovn

MAIWY 7195 JWN NPR TP D DRI 11N RS ,NTN VIDA DR PO 7N RS PAIVW "R IDK NI NNT
DIWH 07103 MMPR PR DYNIW 071277 1D D7 9911957 DIWN 55 MINYYNA 07 70 NTW MAIn5 Moo 0Iw
7P 9 90M M 021N D727 RSN KOW Anm1 AR nwnn Tm5Y ondw nwan H3 X9mm a7

VIWD *3 271191 .07IW 25 °305 YW ARIHA M1 02 7D1PN NI0N K1 MW W 171075 Pwnn X070 015y 1
SW ATARD DX IRINA ANPYION *HYI 27279 ,D0IW ANd TIY ARSI DOWHN IR L. PN KIND KDY ANpyIon Hya
J"OWN MW3A I NP IMRND NP

.27 WTNNAW IX 1INWA 0°733T77W 1207 NOw RN TN NNV AN M2 1NOWw N

W ATH 0N 199 703 N DRNIN HDNLAW Y93aW ANIN DM NNPYION *HYA .KI202 NORW NP 15 W oM
mMI2Ip 2pnY DAMRW NRNN| DWW DX 1215 DWIK 0T X2 1w 5933 139 0 MBAnw 0m0Ion)
DWWIN DPR ...’D1N NI0N YW OYLA DX D3 IXINDN D727 HDN0N HNINW AT DK IMD XY A1 PRI L[D9RD

?209PW DX 1Y IN1D XY D10 NI0N P71 ROR HOXY 1297 XY MW IRPW DWIRW O1Y pUT W

XIW 1HY 21091 MW 30 9325 5N AW VYW THY 930 VD10 NA0N ATW AT DR ININDAW 107 IMNX2W AWPp ON
2..2'9KD Tywn NN

nY1pnn 7172 1T ATIAYN DX TAPW 1,07 NTIAYA 27T MNNONN W DXW DIV INPYION YY1 5”0y
PR R 595 0N LN ATIAYN D81 99 KD DYV DNW DYTY PN IYNR D001 NTAY TIW AT PR LDPNITIYD
Y W Orn N1 NTAYY DTIPW DR HI 07T NTIAYA DNOTYN 1D NNNW INR anyTY 191,70 MK DTy

oWy 1Y onhy

:DNOMDNN DINMDAN TNNI "W HRY - NPYION 532 1nywa vInh avN Bkl

Non Dy MUWYH KON MWTN 377 WINH Ionn XY DTINN DXINYN DN INRHDW nand”
TN onY D'?'?WPDH N7 MRS DMONN DAW 2N IR NI AN - 1971 0P DY 1T NI 0,00 N1AN
JmT

1112 QW PX N ,A1°1D 17T MININDAW Vo NS - 2"MnN2 1> 172y NPNI N70N ITYNAU NOX
2111 NWYN AW DIV DPNWIN DM DPNWIN 0D Y 95 Yo or1 ,awTn "7 wTno
TR YW ONINN D MNNY I3y MAYWM ,MnIpnna 1IDD DNYY DPINW NN I HRM
MY - 191 D°I9DX MIPW IR 10 MWIDN 1"YN 5 ©IoNW MW - YYY IRINW D°P°Nyn DYopn
NX %19 8 won YORw Ty MRS DPI0M PR OXW N - AWK YN 1Y NN N 51|7UJ
,11171D NNMIVN ']117‘7 MAYW YI3nP 121202 AWYW 77°2Pnn DN 70 XD - YW mRNLA MWW



MIN NINR PHYW - 'DHWY 125'H nbwnn AT NXY N wh 03 'NNTIAY 175 KOW' NS W XYM
WY 125 90 1Y MINNWM XN N0IN P2 203 KK MT 220 NI ATIAYT PIONN KHA 13w N

NI, 2P NYN 01902 2NSW NYIN AN 1PN SW TPNHR NIY XINW AKX MIN'INA 0P 19K NVWHW 1N
5"ND ONW YYRN SW DWINN MNIIN OY KO ,MRXINI 07pw YONN YW A NSy Sy P71 XN nnxa 0h
9923 P DWTNN MIIZIA DPNHRM DININ MYV’ 0, M1 X 7151 DM ,/NNON TN’ DT NTNY MNPY
MMPHAM KA XY TA W 1IDY DDIONW 31 'NTAY DI NHRA DAW  NRTH 1IN, D80y 0NW
DOW 71 TA NINW MNISHA OYpW YOND YW "PmTpn” 139D P71 Dnmd anMn Pina X2 Yar pmTpnm

ROPTORAN 19305 XIOAT 17127 N NI TP IWNDN 1718 DWW DN

M0 NIVHW DINIX Y510 YW DINDID D70 5 19K 701 RYNDN KINW MRINN HY I8 TINIT KD
NYT 92 93% 3”3 VIWD 9272 PINI KD 191, NI NI PN KPNTW T2 ,°WN N2IPRY XD 901 P NID
NN DNY¥YA D201 DNW AN D YY1 00N DM 7Y TWR 315N 5P 171YH X0 1PN TIY YW onmow

.DN3 2105 AN YT XY DNW DIW? 0”190 NPK D"Y KYT,DNINN

AT PR OW 1MON WIWw Y933 P19 Wiy MY TIPW 1 DIW ANS1 1091 NTAW XII00 DY N1 1IN aN
" ,1"Y 1T 99 NK 115V AT DR 3P OX,DNWH 191,10 WY 720 KD TP PR AT PRW PTIPK 00,001 Ty
YT 1N IR0 DK 0 DINIIW DIRNT KNW DIPHRT P39, NS0 137 1YY 700 X9 v XD own
MW TAR NN RINN 0P 7IRD 93 Yy 9nY ' om - 2"ya 2192 0 PRW 90,590 1Y 1w v kY )9
DOYTY PPN ORI ORTN,DONI 55nnnn HOD 27w Yo w1 11 MY 1Ma9n T Avan TR
oNTIAY Y1 ,AN01 RS NXAW AWTN 7T WIND "M 0nY PRI 9931 K95 1y 1w va XY N TN NR 0N 920

MmN IR AT MR LLDPWY 1Y 1791 DYOY 03,10 DK, NP0 17D

,AWYNY 0PN 1PN TN QMW 1Y K NI DTN CTOPNHW AN DY PI NI NTIAY PTY Ww AT nIyv Yy NN
b PIon NI DN AT ATIAY oWwH Mon Ord Manw And Yo 05 ,nPhona nviws XN 1Y NAWwnn MRS
11m91,2191 IPW RIN TR IRND DI TP 53 KON 2NINK AWN DTN 707N OX Y i 1Y IR DY YW Imonw

211997 22wWnn 93 KO IR IPWN N1 PIAPY MOTIH W2 707NN I

,(192 DTN NN YD 07N NMW) 07NN ANOW AN A0, DPNWNRIA 197X D 17Ipn NN AT )
NTIAY QWY 1D DWW KD DOXYHWINW P7,'N210'2 071K P 1971,0°01p9m YW Jwnnn 0TY DORYNWNW
091291 YW ompnn Hoon 7Y 02K DPINTW AR HY NI ATIRY CTIYS DONRYNW N YW orT PR 199,01

mMI250 PIY2a:3 7Y 'OIN2 12 INIAN 725 NNRA LA X"0p "W ,T"9p D2 X"137 7Y) q01 7 mabna 0’0191 ,12 1172
T2 DMPW DRYD 1270 390N (TO 1Y 7790 'O YY1 ,/0INN 05 Sw NTHY DNwRY MNT 2 DU WU
W A7 21017 ,0°1°0 qWna O7w Snw 27,07 AMNX DX 172V oYW ,a7p 1 5w oman% ot Sw oan
1PN TR RIN L0010 001D 0"AnIN 917D ,N'?TP'? DT PN7°T 1NOW 771 VIWDY .O°PT2 D70

Rt R vRinh 7T NTI2 0 NS oMW

NOW Oy PN YW myv X0 090K NTIAY 9O NHRNAW PI0NW 7T ATIAY MIYN W1 07anTn M7 MY P
UM NI ATIAY PT AT WWw Dpn H2 WDN 3"DYNI 1Y DINON N 10N

DAY DA DRI )

DNW "M Y3 - 2N’ ININ NY2pY RIT DNVWH NN 1N L.DNMINN YW DNRINA 12IRD ANpYION Oy
210 PT MY ANPYION YPA SW 9170 10 DK 171w 11 .0NYWY 19TN0NW 07137 13010 XN YN
X720 DX XI¥ND 7P WDR wIp DI XON mNND 1% ANK AN MRN 2T DO P2TEY PR MY K3

AR

LOTPIR NN 1XNY 1MOXN NPRIW TY MDA DYID°W 1277 MY JI%I7 "NNMPIN” MK 0HYD 12N

DN 03 ,ANNM XINW 1POY DM 1NWH DXANY Ind YOW DawIn onw 0w '721|773 0’9272 1°YnA 12 170
. DMNI IN2N DN KON opn 951 ,DNYW OY ITNON XY TN NN KINW 71



DNPYY NX DAWINW DWIND DX 12T 935 P10 Hpwnn nX nnb nyTH I3 xwn 5331 2595 1DRa Yax
Rakiplajtakl

N2 9932 AN ,wnn AYT NN 92T DWW YT XY DNW TP 2NN 0w 1WHNnw DWIN W onys?
ON DNPYDY IR ,NPNY DMK MNXOIND PR DNIAM L, MHRWIND NN Y 550 KOX ,0nYW nrnnmn onn
.0N130 °0 5y 930 DWIDHI NION MI1ANY 07NN

mat BnS PRI,DIYD NPTY 77T DNS PR DNMINN DPRW DWIND IRWW 12109 KIN Dmn YW yoinn omnysb
TONY ,RTPRA POYW nD TIND AW .DONTNN KD LYND DN WYY XWNA PPN SYW TYa YT nmnd
.27 K17 TR MK OX WM 5,727 D1 Mpnd 7Inan nwnd 7w

N Oy 000N P73 K17 OX NINIX NNT D190 W KD K10 NWN WINN XY NI OXW Pan ANMmNN onyon
JMN D798 1 9w NI

DN MK DNPY 17T OY D1O0NRW D'OIVPK HPAW KOX 5901 Anmma DX 122 11T KD DNnysN
22172990 NN IMN

0NN 933 AN 935 Pw 12m3 "N
21w DYIW 0NN W TIY W T PTIa

930 K9X ,NINK NT X PPRN XS MTA° AW DIVPK 190 DYIRT,MNTA TINPKI PI0YY D20 DWIK W ,XTN
VID 1PN NN NIN PW LY WY HRIW? NTIW 0IND RO WY PID0 KXY TR AW 515710 'YW’ 5773
M XHX ,onYw 02Y-noona 93 95 37N0N XY 1PTINN DT Y DIXNM P NN DX DRLIAD 7D YW
NTS MTN 12 W N YoN AW AT DTRW NI VWD ,D°I00NT DIWN 'DNN 0TI Ny

RalaniBnBelathhl

ww panh obsn XY Oy AR ORI DwIRW HH33 X oNnmn 1272 INPRY DMI3W 120N 7Y DINKY
nY PR MTINY TIXKD 9200 BnY W ,NW MY Y51 Y5 mwviw ATy Y Yy ,nat nmay in npxa XINw 927
777732 0290 ANEY HY NNIN T ATIIP.A9T ATAY 1KY ,0°7200 °Pn Y5 Oy 0N nwn ono

D1pna (Y970 19T NTAY PT ONY WW 1737 D1pn Y NP 951 Yoon YW mnnn W ONX (XYY XHNTH
5”10 T2 03 WINW 10 ,NPD1 NPD H51 MINNN DN WP 17T 1TIAYA 30 Yo DPTR W Nnnm OYINW 705
nnS" ONO ATW N1720 °PN Y5 Pt 0N AT D1pna (K 'Y YY) ma Yoa nvtr Amay onb oo Ty Tavbw
AN TAR SOW TR ArTHa YW vhwn Sw mnnn 0290 ARNP P98 Ww 1md ,"Dipnn Y Swmb 170
0T WA PN W ITA0H DWW AN DT IPNY

077037 NR MIROD PORI MIMAY 17N OPR 232 T1PRR | anonh oopiv DRWw 1T NTIAY XD ww ubw b
U MnEn Nk P B33 0YIn aRp NoEaw anh anria NP5 MIANW M 01PN SW XWIR XN
namg ms ;["‘Jh‘ﬁ_'l‘lﬁ‘-t e B v e M 7 O ","'"Rt:'l]

ST ATAY N RN, DIpnN NwWI KN ONNw

DU

NN Y3 1M 2100 TN S NN AN an MY oTnaa nnnn ’3917 N oNYD DHNW OX :NDDI NPT
T MU ATIAEI NT N T RN — MY 2°h9 oy Lntan ,Dﬁ) 7305 TINR RO Ot ,72N0 NONN OPY NY2 595K
Sy OHRA Swomnama vond Ty P AT KON

Son ANTANT D2 TR TR0 PR ®yvoar] CARD2 BE nmmn ®5% opn

o) Tty

955 DO NN DN PR NYTY TIXD TIRD WD 1550 nmnn Yo Sw 07200 Sy ok oRaw 105 Ty e
JND PI2T DR 31030 PXID1993 PANS 1T, MINTN IRW

DNW ' 593 HY Pand npb 5o DONN NI IR DAW AN ,DNWN D NPINN Y NP A1 PN
Rail ghta



NI TIONR "7 POUNRIN NN

now HRIWN KYNW N°0 A91TAN DNPRN 1TPON DT 0NN ST Sy 0y and1 nnd NN on ANpyIona
MINSW 1783 192W |19 ORW 1NN XD TP DT 9172 000 AN KINW 1YY DKW DWHOR Wb
W0 PYIY W0 VIIVIIDA PIAT PIDY 1IN 191,07 PAIYH DITA 90 ANNN KINW WHR W5 1200w

A"y "0 RN MWD yip) PWHN T2 1N1WN MO D70

MAT DD TY PIApY UTA PRW 121001 ,5"IN Anmnan 12T D Sy 0°a%m 010 0™MaTh Yo PR
"IN RTNPT ROM NP KIDR PPO 12771 ... MR¥nD D1 RNn oonmmn

NOW vHNN I"DYR ,RWN NPT DX YW 021 ,9173 750 ANmnND RINW 1HY YU wNnw manbw NN Nt
DX TN YW D3W AN3 INRDT.INY Y 197207 DIATIW TY 1D HY P05 TWON KW NI, 1OY Poh
ANPYEON YY) 11INT 297 0D HY 9710 DX P23 MDY 19K, 1T ONW DX A0 793 PHYW IMNT 7K 370
HXIW? 5931 PAW NN TODNN AR Y DMK YOD WA I25W INRY IMTY DX PWINN 95 Yy wIph o°Xa

LT R 55 Py Lo apy

5¥Y 1aNIN2 IR, M0 Y DHORS DINI MAYWAW 02501 XINW NN 1I2TH DAW 132N 725 Dpn Yon
JR P92

MO *H

5" owa MNMDYYD H33 NATTA TR MKW NYTO W2 ,50 0P 23X Y TN OYIR AN ,N0M Y K WY INN
1N TINND TIRN 19773 KOK N1 1PDNON XD ,2A8'Y 95 Dwn 0w 1% 1w MK TN NNPYYon’a DuaN

DNaWw YHY 1N LA Y XINw o1pn Y3
"nm_‘?: e 12-3 Wy n‘.nz?' i“.'rf: ".r1:-"‘)‘7 T.D?ﬁ' i‘nn jpal=a! ':3"1 :'p:n;'n N M ]1UJN7ﬂ n1’|—|'7 PAR NINW IWITH D39
,0anyn 1 Jmmanm minT pn| WHDIMIN 00750 *wIeh onT 11902 W, DR 0Manzn

931 DRbW NPYLIRA NRT,ON NSW N1 GRDY IR T D0 D UKD T iy 71PN DX 7725 70 nwab I PORW
D23 MR W S0 Y, MDY IR IPRY IR AR T, 30° DT IR TP, 200
T DDA DR TURNI D0 DI MY SWOT1 i o wa | 1773 7 rnw R 17700 7P DM
TINOM KA ") IRDO™ 138 2 M AN N'YUNI (IPHNNI PIT° VORPTID) DTN
MII0MW 050 ,1MNNA YPAPTPID DY MDD RID NN TY XNNW AN 13¥NY 775 0’727 N30 NITYY IIWW KON

210N DT Y50 mnT andd Moo wnw
Y13 MO B0 W YU oKDV e NWUNIN 1"7}J 079MNDN DAW D NNINA 91730 MR D2PXHD DN INRDI

003 0N 20 SV TY oM Rk wpry | 0D 93 ROW DN ,0n5W "Anmn”y XnRTd rhy LN 1IN ,NHYM
MM BI"NIVITROPINAPKI D | gygomy oy Sy XY 191 Y990 HY TebY At 93 bar pTd romhn
MIWYATIN, 0N PTI DAY DY VN ,ONT
XY MIPUIY DU 01 TV TOWn . ONOW DTN DNMIND M T, MTAYA

910" MR NIW KINW MK PO YW TP, "WIRID 1ITIN” DWA 1710 YW NIRA NI VDIV HDNVA 11 N
JWIRID NITIR"A NININ PUDIPVN 1P 370 PINT TN MR MHDM NN I3 K1 QW DN DI WU "TNI
12N 7T DX IPW DN NRT MY 19K DPNINA 1NN NP1 NIWOR XY DW AMIANNN 1DIPN NNIND 1T
MNPNY *TH MDY DIV WW WY "VDIPVI INWY” DNWHI IR D51 DIW Wwh HI1 0mPva 1°h K951 NINw

.."ONT NX

7712 5y DNOW NN N NXINW INXND 03 0N IX 1550 0w wwn 552 Yonva n KINW INYHN DNW INRY
WIpnN 1223 Nnww” [57a05] 0IRS IMNX Y wnnw Ty N3% 1P NN A P70 DnOWw NHw1a vHIWY” oNwH
MR DA 7IN TMYN 1N 15°WnN 023290 YW NXY,"D2I090 0192 07 HY NTavn pieiy Yoa aniwt ,0nw ww

DTN HY ©2M5 0N AT Y2 DR .IDWH DX 7N
- A%V ORTI ONOW TP 1007 11X 1 INIW 01,07 0003, 0nmann avw 17 , ,7 ,7‘7
TIEN YW 0nann 0T 17 NNRANN 71 TWR DWW PNY POITND 13 180 nnn R 217 7DNVN RIDI W MNI 770 K ERLY

AW PUAWSY NN MO 11 MM DY 1T 0 0TIOWRT YW Ywm? M1 o8 Ty SW 7319WA 700 19X DIWAW VI Al
M2 PINGD TIMUN AN Y0 - DI000 131" 1TV Py Y3190, 0w W Rt YR T 0PN Sw XY 050
. [} ]




mMMPNI 95 93 922 XY NINW MY OP N KN DAN ,D0YD AN S910a 2 KINW PV P07 DINN 12
M0 NTRY 12W NYOINIRA” 1RO PHWI AT INIY XN NRT PTINW 2021 .S 1nrma payn oipn X N0, mYan
SUDIPVI MWYY D77 TP PRW DIWNT UDIPVLI DNPYD D NN 191,591V NIPWN NYOIPNRD WP

"...2DN02 NP IR, TN 3TN KN HDNLN KOX

R 555 o7 W TIP3 "awn P70 0NSW Nowa VWY ,"OX NOW NI DNOW NX PIN” KINW ININA 197 :3
MWDIPY MK HAR PO Y ANW 12 17N HW MR DITHW NDWN 7T 9N0) 500 9370 RO mdv 72710
0’1271 W VYN 21790 YR ,NTIRP DI2THW 0N W2, 20 DI2THW DAN W2 9K N0 0°I3TH D10 VYN
DW XMW APRA L(5P0 DI2THW IR THAR DIATHW DWIR NP NN DU W 1397°aw An Y1 mbo
N TN IR MO0 XD D00 PIY P XN 0D ,DNYW NDWN DR YT XINW 1101 XD 1w ANpyson *Hyad vyn nwn
%1% NINX T WD M NI KD ATW INTP 01N AN DIW TY ..IND0 1A 03 D10 12THWw 1 How whnn
NNPYEON "OPIW 751 MM N2 MW DN T MYLW 18 W LIN%0 NXP D3 PN KINW AN A8 NN
MW TIN NTPNN NTA 01T 000 DIPINND DNIY DX DN 921 PVDIPVI NIATHN NOWN NX 177970 RS 17DK
X9 50 0277 0212 17K DWW NI KIN 92T NXINWD 0D, DMK AP0 INIYI 10NW MIT 00Oy TnH w

[2pnn now NX Pan XS XNW MXINY 137 RS XNW Y93 nrw 12m1] mbo

,7N0DID 1PN KD NI DNPN ,ARINA AT HI,MNT 7155 NODIIDI WHW KINWI ,UNOPIT IO W INYDA 03 2T
L0MNOPITA DX 070 K HH3 KINW 1K MIY XIN 0N

7252 OW 7T HY IRDNW XOX INPWA DWHR W0 1DY IR 1IATW WNHN TN P07 DR PRI MR N

DY T3 KOW MK WDY 137 XY WIRNw Pron
™ At W DRION 7 1071 0727 100 O 010D 5 T ST 390 P8 M 08 Iy
‘,mJTI“D-‘IIJLUH"I!‘I!I’D’GIH'JW“"BL‘)DJJ-‘I‘JDH'JWB'NN‘J'J"UBN‘-&'m:‘l::‘;‘.-‘f:n,]rmn‘r:ls ’JDb 1927 NN PRW AT NI bJN T 297
RPYR TN DR 0T 11 S AN D190 10T R BWh SO RIS 0o 2T XOX 2 9t XY wMan O"HyN) RURPR

TG IR N PR N T IR ST 00 OInN (1071207 1T D W a 0
TIY PO Y DX 023579 1XIW 12N NNPYYON AW
JIXI23 XD1 AP ROW ARINN 1N ."010NY DNY 1IWHR XY H"NHOKW M0 HWa” P, MOKY pODN D101 21D
071290 NDONI 17127 HI1 NM WK ,NO’RY DWHNK W1 YW pODA KIW MRS P 13005 DI 007N Y
NYY KD WUNINW P ,W™AN 10Y 19927 DX INYAN IR 1INT AT DY 92T KINW ANWKIN OYsN MW, 11
.ONW?IDA N1 7°7 KD 1YY INT 290 DX PW 19INI NN WIIDH

THW W MWYY Pt MIND oy Y10 YW nmmn 0oInY 1019 187 AnpyIon Chyaw manbw  nyTd wo
W7 N0 33 ' IMK 02391 1991,"AMNBNA A% PRI DHWI TIN I XIN'W 1OV 1an2 oM 0OWI X DTNA
M0 MYT 1Y W Awynd Har N30 19770 DX 12 90N P NV5 INIMD OX DIW DX 122 I1THW YT
I D122 27YNN,7IMDHP VO’HHD IDD NP2 APRA AN 7N NI DWTN AN 2305 TY .0y rn Y3
NON 777 DWW MT2 MO ATNON IR TN oW N15nY PRW XN D1pN INIX YW TI0NW N5 NN MO TY

2901 I XY DNW YRS oM VAONPY 01,000 ITH D TYIPHR MDD DIPpN NI

MDIDWIW ,JMAN N PHNM ,...OXDONT MT MNTH TR YW 211772 AnNwnY N2 XN 3% HouD f
NON 12w’ WRIY MIN NNRPY IR KD 0OW 177207 D1NNNW DR, MATA TR pOWW TNNY I1THW
Sw mMwnm anInn Yy mmpn X2anY 15 nnm 0t Sy 10 XY 00 - Inmm XINW AWnw Hn mTaY X205

5, mnTh TR

" NN2aN0 YW D1pna AP a XY XiTW 12T NX 130N XMpn2aw DN myv %y 0md Y32 1Py anpyyon *Hya .65
DW 172 9727 KD WW AN, TN Pyn’ DIpn KXY ATW 10K NNKA XITW 90 DIpna I Pavow Dipn X T
M2 95 99 K71 ,0IpN DX T XY KITw N0 IINANT TMwaw ron | 9Tan0 DK Pany 107 XY T DMK LR
LMYN OIPN KXY 1w VORI XIAW N MK Py XY 1w 9922 01 NX pn XY K17 OX YN MW A prant nY
PNY T2 NN VWY 0w DT 9 TN DX 720NW DONTPT AN W W 0N IDIpna NN PTA KXY KT D70y
Kaifapis)l

N91” 9”712 AnOw (T "0 TN NMWA) NYT NNAT 10 0W2 AN 0O Dpn Yon a0 1my XY wion 1w Dam .66
902 777 DMOYWM MAYNaW 1K TWKD 12 7M0N W MK YOW KOK LT PN YN M2 725 NN
TAN Y5 WY NITER PRYM T XYW 19w NTH NNNK PR 0K DAY 07X YD XW PTopn 0T e
"0y "ATnn orp YN 12 D Yo 1abw n



NN D751 1IRW 713 *DIW PP INNNNI PWYN DX IR XY DX 2D 7RI IIN DX 2D 1IN
'Dh AND3 1977 N3 120 0N, DIATN DX INTY DAWI MK DPNUNW 1950 DNnn
STINN DY MY "NO” 0N IRINW YWY TY 1YW mMMuwn HY wyw mnd "N amnn
"D NVIN DR PATNY 2T 11N TR ATNI NXH MNRINYD 1NIMHW 1731 HIR

.. 29W D727 VYN KN WVHINN 19D NN

<IWRIA PORD WIAN < TA0NN MPOW HY AW NXIN WK 11707 S DYLIN TIIW MNPNA
INTN TINRA 'ORPDIR'TAN 1°79°20D TAN QY

1290 YHY YW YW VITVIK IR AN RINW 7D TN VIVY XD X223 191199 N

MDWA HP’W NV OIVNINI *IW ININD VITIVD *NPN NIW 20- N 1YY 1Y
MWy > (0771 TX) "K' PP I3 MIY DX NRIN .POX 01772 NPSPHIIN
oy / VPYINY) OMX OPYY NYTIN NPV NPKI ThK O 25w Ipnnn NTAY DX
TPWY .0ITNI NN PP PHNN NRYANA (1HOM 9DI0 WITP YW InvD
7Y .(92p) 13T 11NN POHYW JOP TAON ANINDW TY TN MANI 37T NN
MR NR*P (P50 1Y°DN) 951 PIX°aY 0923 NXIAP NDORNN 93P
27 .0%98YH RYN 37NN RS AWM ANA .DATH PR YW AYWN I
JTN ININ NPOIVPRA NN W WA APRIPIR IR MY 0IW NI
R O9wnRw 21 MId ¥ 17P3 51pa Yoonnk Hnim Jop WK Op TN YINKI
ReRiis PRl iviali)
JOW 2PV P11 P07 °H DOIDW INTI NN MINN 037105 Y"I0 07271 07 XY DN L
D™IXT 7970 DAW "THMN"2 WP "MINPH MTNH” APK 1 1202w 1YW PPN NK DIapwn Hon wpan Xin ona
TN HAPM TP RINW PIPM NINNYNN NPR P81 RN 17IW0 NN ...NAWH

e R
7 -
)
.

P M W) 00205 e P bl ) /e

Inspiration from Muhammad (pbuh) on how to deal with criticism y Prophet Muhammad (saw) challenge.
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67.0ver 20 years ago, I was a graduate student at the University of Chicago in South Asian
Languages and Civilizations. I found myself living in the city of Chennai (then Madras) to do my
dissertation research. One day I saw an ad in the newspaper for an Urs ceremony (Yahrtzeit/death
anniversary of a Muslim Sufi Saint) in Georgetown, the oldest section of Madras. I made my way
down the narrow streets til I found a small mosque with a dargah (tomb) attached to it. Near the
tomb, a group of men gathered to perform zikr (dhikr), the chanting of spiritual formulae. The
chanting and singing was awesome. It felt as if the room were filled with angels. (It wasn’t til
many years later in Uman, Ukraine that I would feel that spiritual intensity again.) In the middle of
the chanting, a small man stood up and began to pray out loud. There was a sincerity and beauty in
his voice that I had never heard before.
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Jesus, Son of Mary (on whom be peace) said: The
World is a Bridge, pass over it, but build no
houses upon it. He who hopes for a day, may
hope for eternity; but the World endures but an
hour. Spend it in prayer, for the rest is unseen.

- inscribed on the Buland gate of Fatehpur Sikri
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Emma Tarlo is a Professor of Anthropology at Goldsmiths. Her research focusses on dress,
material culture and the body in transcultural contexts and on new modes of ethnographic
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late, Crucial from the Orthodox Jewish perspective was the
question of whether cutting hair was a form of worship and
whether the hair was presented to the idol as a sacrificial offering,

thereby making it an abomination. Dunner, who observed Hindu

practices througkh earful lens of ancient Jewish scripture, saw
in tonsure the primitive idol worship forbidden in the Torah

A liberal rabbi might have seen things differently. He might

have recognised that for several decades there had quietly existed
a happy symbiotic balance between the Hindu practice of remov-
ing hair and the Jewish practice of adding it - an unspoken pact

between women of different nationalities and faiths who had,

without knowing it, found ways of expressing their devotion and

humility through sharing the same hair. He might even have seen
in this some sort of divine logic. If God required women to add
hair in one part of the world, He at least took the trouble of sup-
plying it from another. At its best this might have been seen as a
form of divine recycling. But this was three years before the first
Hindu-Jewish Leadership Summit in Delhi, when more liberally
minded religious leaders from both communities signed a
‘Declaration of Mutual Understanding and Cooperation’, which
states that ‘their respective traditions teach Faith in One Supreme
Being who is the Ultimate Reality, who has created the world in
its blessed diversity and communicated Divine ways of action for

humanity for different peoples in different times and places’.
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Your qules:iona are thoughtful, and | say this with genuine appreciation because the discussion of this issua has not (“”nj nnNa ,nnN

always been as devoted to the facts in the matter. What you point out, especially the difference between the official

ideclagy of the temple elite and whatever the pilgrims themselves might think, are real issues. At this point | can throw

hakiay ol ver fha phoime menives g % e p MpnY oH MTI X,
y littie further light on the subject because, as | wrote in my letter, | am not an expert on Tirupati, My area of

invastigation on Hindu pilgrimage was elsewhara, All | couid and can comment on are the general principles of Hinduism

and its pilgrimage practices. Itis conceivable, though very unlikely, that pilgnms to Tirupati are out of line and do not .JTﬁ’UJ’ D’J”bgn nN

consider cut hair to be ritually defiling, which is the universal Hindu value. | can't say because | have not visited the

temple (except once, really as a tounist) and | have nol had the opportunity lo question the pilgrims directly
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Q: Where they shave the hair, is it considered a sacred place? A: Yes

Q: It is considered a sacred place... A: Sacred

Q: When they shave the hair do they pray? A: “Govin--" They will pray.

Q: They will pray? A: They will pray and they will say “Govin— Govin--".

Q: Also the people that are shaved and also the barbers do they pray? A: Yeah, every day
before starting their work they will pray (the barbers), and only then they will start their
work.

Q: Are there any people that shave their hair that do not pray? Some people just come shave
their head? Or everybody prays? A: Some peoples will do. Because nowadays some people
don’t know the tradition. That’s the problem.

Q: Where they shave do they have to have one of the gods, either a statue or a picture of the
gods? A: In the hall. The gods picture or statue will be in the hall.

Q: In the hall? A: In the hall. Where they shave

Q: Where they shave? A: Before the god only they shave.

Q: Can any person be a barber or he is a special person? A: A barber only will shave.

Q: But I am asking, can anyone be a barber or he is a special person? A: The barber is a caste
there and that caste people only shave there.

Q: Is it a “Nehi Brahmin”? A: No no, Nayi Brahmin

Q: What does this mean? A: Nayi Brahmin means... There are two (types of)
Brahmins...Brahmin is a A: for the god... Nayi Brahmin means...Mangala Vaidyam
(devotional music)is there...Mangalam Nadaswaram (a musical instrument)...Who plays
that (instrument for god) is called as “Nayi Brahmin”

Q: So they get their profession from their forefathers? It is in the family? A: It is in
generation, forefathers. Some new persons also learn...But from the same caste only.

Q: Are they considered a low caste or high caste? A: In Tirumala there is no caste feeling
(discrimination based on caste) first of all. Barbers are, they shave, but they don’t shave like
in the shops. There is some rules to shave here. They don’t do the soaps. They shave only
hair and the head. That’s it.

Man (off camera): they are very sacred compared to other places.

A: it’s a holy shave.

Q: So the barbers, they feel that they are working for the lord? For the god? A: They feel
their job is holyservice to god.

Q: I was asked here if the source of the god here, there are a few names...I was asked here if
he was originally a man or he was originally a god? I think that they heard that some people
maybe became gods. A: Originally he is a live (living) god who came from Vaikuntham and
became a statue here... While coming to...he met an accident with a cow herd, he throw the
axe...Axe make a wound here. At that time he lost hair here. For that only we give hairs to
him. That’s the reason we are shaving the hairs here.

Q: I asked and I was told not but I have to ask you also. I saw that there is a hundji, also in
the place where the barbers are. Now I thought I was told that they put the hair in the hundi
and then after that they sell it. But then here I was told that they don’t put the hair in the
hundi. I ask you, what do they do? They put hair in the hundi or don’t? A: Hundi’s not in the
temple. Where they shave there is a special hundi for the hair collection. Only we will keep
that hair only. After shave, we will drop the hairs
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e Q: Into the hundi first? A: Into that hundi. Sometimes we’ll pray that, an example I will pray
god. We cut the hair for three times. We'll keep that hair in a package and we’ll drop in the
main hundi. In the temple.

e A: Main reason is we shave the hair is that hair is a symbol of “Kama”. “Kama”means...

e  Man (off camera): desire. Lust?

e Q: desire camera): A kind of lust thoughts

e Q: Also, I must tell you now that also in Israel in the Jewish religion they say the same
about the hair. That there is lust and desire in the hair. A: So we shave the hair and we will
say we don’t need anything. We want only have the Sarnagati (total surrender to god). ..

e Q: Also the young children, I was told that every Indian child when he is very young they
shave their hair, also. Why do they do this?A: Because in the childhood the brain is..

e Man (off camera): the brain is at beginning stage

e A: Begninng stage. The god has some power. The child do not know how to meditate, how
to grasp the power from the god. If we shave the hairs the power will enter the head...
Through to his mind. That’s the reason we shave the hair of the child...We put kumkum
(vermillion paste) here (on the forehead)... Because our soul is here (pointing to forehead
point between the eyes). ...And so that it becomes recharged, it (mundan) is for that...

e Q: The shaving of the children and the shaving here of the women and men it is the same,
more or less? Same reason? A: Yeah...Same reason

e Q: There are other places that they shave the hair in other temples in India also? A: Yeah

¢ Q: Not only here? A: Yeah

e  Q: But it started here, the tradition? A: No, No.
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Tonsuring is considered as a sacrifice to God.

The very fact that a devotee sacrifices his hair as an offering means that he fully believes
that somehow it reaches its destination. Why do we pray to God to make us good human
beings? It is because we believe that some unknown power whichever and whatever name
we assign to it will definitely help us and grant our prayers.

Even a small portion of the hair can be offered to the Lord. It is accepted by the Temple
management.

The majority of Women both in rural and urban areas cut their hair only for offering to
different deities in different temples.

I repeat that the devotees offer their hair as an offering to God. It is out of devotion that
they offer anything to God.

How do we know whether god accepts any offering or not. Only if we believe, we make any
offering. The one who does not believe in God will not be making any offerings to God.
Because he does not believe in the very existence of God. It is the faith of the devotee in God
that makes him offer any offering to God.

It is not compulsory to tonsure or cut the hair before entering into the temple. If the devotee
wishes to offer it then he may.

Though the hair that is offered is not placed before the idol, the devotee believes that his
devotion through that act reaches God. It is so in the case of any offerings. The story of N”d
may not be known to all devotees. It is not necessary that one should know that story to
make the offerings of hair.

Since many years (We do not know when this offering was started) this offering has been
made and devotees follow it. Devotees offer their hair to the Lord irrespective of the fact
whether they know the story or not.

Tonsuring is not a ritual. It is an offering to God that involves sacrifice.

The offering of the hair to Lord Venk-—-ra is considered as an important offering since
unknown times. It is also possible that the story of ND might have made the devotees do
this act. Anything is possible.

The devotee is not bothered or concerned about what happens to his offering of hair to the
Lord. It is immaterial for him. If he wishes and decides to offer his hair to the Lord then he
does it. There ends the matter. Probing that further is both unnecessary and also has no
significance.

The offerings can be anything. It is immaterial. It is the feeling of intense Love behind that
act that matters in devotion. The offerings can be a leaf, a fruit or hair or anything. The
story of N”d only proves her intense devotion to the Lord.

Human hair is one of the offerings not only at Tirumala but also in so many other temples in
other places as well. The belief in the story of N”d is also an important reason for this type
of offering at Tirumala. Even those who are not aware of this story may be making this
offering as it is considered as one of the important offerings to the Deity at Tirumala.
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e This offering is made in a separate building due to reasons of cleanliness, and also because
no offerings are made in front of the idol in the temple. Devotees do not get even a second to
stand in front of the Deity.
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Q: Is the tonsuring of the hair considered a religious sacrifice? A: Yes, its religious belief

Q: Is the hair considered an offering to the god? A: YES, as they are believing in god

Q: Do the people who are getting their hair tonsured say any prayers to the god before and
during the tonsuring process? Do the Barbers say any prayers to the god before and during
the tonsuring? A: Pilgrims chant govin-- before tonsuring and even barbers also pray
god before starting tonsure. They believe that sacrificed hair will reach the god.

Q: What does "Govin—" mean? A: govin— is another name of lord ven-—ara, the name
comes from the Sanskrit go, which means both "Veda” and “cow,” and wvinda, meaning
“finding” or “gaining.

Q: Is the tonsuring of the hair considered a religious sacrifice? A: It’s a Offering to God.

Q: I was told that Indian men and women believe that their tonsured hair will reach the
god- would you mind explaining that? Do they believe that the god accepts this hair? Is the
hair considered a gift? A: It is a Strong Belief that God Accepts their Offerings and full fill
their strong Desires. There is a Story regarding this Offering. (quotes the legend in great
detail)

Q: Do the people who are getting their hair tonsured say any prayers to the god before and
during the tonsuring process? A: Yes People who are Getting Tonsure will Chant "Govin--"
as it a significance that they are completely believing and Thanking the Almighty. Govin—
or Om Namo Venkatesaya are chanting Mantras.
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We are here to provide data about temple history, rituals performed, special days to visit the
temple, special offerings in the temple and much more. We are here to act as a partner in your
spiritual journey to Tirumala and providing you tour packages with LOCAL prices so that one
need not worry about tariffs hikes during RUSH seasons.
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e 7. Q: Is hair considered impure according to Hinduism? Is that also why it's cut oft before
entering the temple? A: It is not mandatory that people have to give their hair to God before
entering the temple. As far we know, Hair is NOT impure.

e Q: Is tonsuring done to humble oneself or is it done to give ones hair to the gods as a gift?
A: One treats giving the hair as sacrifice towards the vows fulfilled by God and there is a
short story behind this. (quotes the legend of baldspot)

e Q: Do pilgrims know about the religious stories behind tonsuring? A: Most of the people
knowing the reason behind giving hair to God. As mentioned earlier most of the people give
their hair as their wishes were fulfilled by God. There are people who will give prior to
beginning of any New tasks or works.

e  Q: Is the tonsuring hall considered a holy place too? A: Yes, No Slippers are allowed inside.
Tonsure has to be done only by the people of specific castes

e Q::is it acceptable for a woman to tonsure just a few hairs as a sacrifice to the god instead of
cutting off all her hair? A: Very valid point to make a note. Instead of giving their entire hair
to Lord, Woman can select Moodu Kathirimpulu in Telugu language (Three Cuts) to Lord
Srinivasa. Three Cuts: One at left, other at right and one is at center (Part of the hair)

e Q: Do Indian people sometimes take some of their tonsured hair from the tonsuring hall into
the temple to put in the Hundi? Do people cut their hair in other places (like at home) and
than bring it to put in to the Hundi in the temple? A: They do not cut their hair at Home,
(Most of the people do not know taking part of the hair from tonsured halls and dropping in
Hundi They assume - Leaving hair after tonsure at tonsuring places will be given to
God directly. Some people will put their part of tonsured hair into HUNDI (along with the
money offerings mostly) which is inside silver threshold (Hundi which is very near to the
main Deity

e Q: You mentioned that women can't enter the temple while menstruating- what about in the
tonsuring hall? Can they go to tonsure during menstruation? A: Strictly speaking NO. But
we cannot stop them. 99% of women will not tonsure during menstruation.

e Q: About Tirumala- do pilgrims go there specifically to tonsure (and don't do it at home)? Is
the whole area holy? A: Yes exactly Having tonsure at pilgrimage places means that one
is giving hair to god. Entire Tirumala - which is an hilly area is considered as sacred.
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Below are some things that you don't find in Tirumala. Movie theaters Footwear shops
Shops which sell Non Vegetarian No alcohol and one cannot take alcohol items from Down
hill (which is called Tirupati) No flights should fly above Tirumala.(it's a non flying zone).
Q: Is the tonsuring just a preparation for Darshan? or is it its own distinct religious custom
and ritual? A: Tonsuring started long time back and this is specific to Hinduism
religion . There is no connection between darshan and tonsuring.

It is not mandatory or custom that people has to have tonsure before going for
darshan. It's kind of religious custom.

Q: Can it be done after Darshan? or a different time? A: People usually prefers to have it
before going for darshan. Some can take tonsure and can skip darshan.



TWAT P2 WP DW PR LODRKITPAN NTY PD’D0 AN 11 1A RN 105 125 7Y NNa AP (awn
27N Sw N0 A1 WS o0o%n onw Db AT MWy D23 DWIRW 370 X 12N XY A1 .0n%and
JnT

29NN 73T IX 27WIT IR NNT MWYY 11 DR ONW e
e DWW NYRD W LWITY D990 DNW *I195 AT IR MwyY Y95 7171 D57TYN DWIN (AN
JUITN DY 05T

Navagraha Devasthana 92150 Dy Manonn 9nn VY'Y
JPI P12 DRYW 5172 Honun

WA NAPNA DPNNRD DYUIN Fairia) pkich B faijak] AWITPY DTNYN TNND DAWNI 0N N1pn 10 e
..MPIIN KYNPI NPl 1RPAW AT ,'1'72’|7UJ m>725 nnna

927 95 Hapm1 , TIRD AN YOK XN 0w 071" OND L.DNID IX DIPIPN I N NI WW SW Ry e
(1Y TIPW 130 HI) TN SW IMI MPIPNRK 120K MY0NA (WDIK) DPHRY

DHHNPLVN TR DW SWRIN 919190 By VHPI NMW NN DY
SR NEY W

M R Ravi Vaidyanaat Sivachariar is the priest and executive director of The Hindu
Temple Society of North America (located in NY)

JTnovpmmn nubpnn Yaph Twox

6. Yes-oftering of the hair is considered very special & sacred especially in Tirumala. People believe
in the offering of the hair in return to the blessings received. in that, the offer is made with the
tullest sincerity...

An offering of hair is more precious than coconut/flowers... Lord Vish-- s a very compassionate God
and he accepts anything offered with devotion and true love to devotee's might.

77. Q: Oh so N”d really gave h er hair to lord Vish--? A: Yes, yes, yes.

Q: Oh it’s a real story? A: The legend is not just, not something imaginary story. It's not an
imaginary story.... something happened there...actually if I remember correctly it is applicable to
that temple and that place where this practice is continuing.And then you mentioned that it spread
to other temples... from generation after generation. There is a chance that it may reach 100% the
same manner as it was told and followed from several hundreds of years back.

Q: Do you know how old this legend is, is it a very old legend or is it recent? A: No, no its
thousands and thousands of years back.

Q: Oh, its thousands... do people in India, did they know it even in the 1800s? A: Yes, yes, yes, yes.

Q:So when they sacrifice their hair do they believe they are sacrificing it for Lord Vish-- or for N”d?
A: For Vish--, for Vish—.
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Q: Do you think the tonsuring at Tirumala and elsewhere is it considered a holy, it’s like a holy
sacrifice, is it holy or? A: It is, let’s say if you consider it as religious then it is holy...

Q: Is it religious? A: Yes, is it religious, Yes it is...

Q: And the hair itself, I'm just curious the hair itself, does it have importance because it’s being
sacrificed, you know it’s something important that’s being sacrificed, like when someone, you know
let’s say food is important to a person so when they fast they are sacrificing something important to
them. A: Correct.

Q: Is it the same thing with the hair? A: It is the same, same... Why should I sacrifice my hair
because... what's a need for me, essential for me, from that if you do only it’s called a sacrifice.

Q: So you want to give something that is important to you, your sacrificing it for lord Vish—. A:
Correct, correct. I want so many things....If someone’s giving me something free and if I donate
that... I got it free I'm returning it back so that doesn’t, it’s not a sacrifice it’s not the thing. But
something which I earn myself, I put my effort and I earned something and from that earning, if I'm
giving it 100% that’s a real sacrifice.

Q: It is a real sacrifice? So it’s not, the hair isn’t considered like something dirty or impure that they
want to take off before they want to go in? A: Nooo, no.
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4. Wikipedia — “Many devotees have their head tonsured as "Mokku", an
offering to god.”

5. Tamil Dictionary — The word used for tonsuring, mottaikanikkai is

“(LPLY.85M600T 186008, translated: an offering of the hair of the head
shaved oft and presented to an idol in fulfilment of a vow.”

6. From the Book “Tirumala Temple, A Study of Pilgrimage” by Dr.
Thimmappa Valmiki, pg. 1738 “It is believed that hair offering establishes
a bond between the man and the deity to whom it is oftered.”



7. Dr. Shanta Nair: The very fact that a devotee sacrifices his hair as an
offering means that he fully believes that somehow it reaches its
destination... Though the hair that is offered is not placed before the
idol, the devotee believes that his devotion through that act reaches
God.”

8. Sign outside of tonsuring hall, in 4 languages: “Place of surrendering
human hair to lord ...” and in the local language the word used in place
of surrender is the same word (samapincu) used by all the offerings,
meaning the correct translation would be “Place to offer the tonsured
hair to the lord...”

9. Sign inside the tonsuring hall (mentioned in Entanglement pg. 82) “The
KRalyanakatta is a sacred place where devotees offer their tonsuring with
utmost devotion to Lord.”

10. TTD Magazine: “Ralyanakatta is a sacred place. Here devotees offer
their hair to lord in fulfilment of their vows.”

11.From an article in 1957 discussing the barbers, says it the duty of the
barbers “to shave the heads of pilgrim-votaries who wished to give their
hair to the deity as offering”

12. TTD, the administrators of the temple, in correspondence: “It’s a
Offering to God. It is a Strong Belief that God Accepts their
Offerings and full fill their strong Desires.”

13. TTY, an organization to help those who want to research the rituals of
the temple: “One treats giving the hair as sacrifice towards the vows
tulfilled by God... It is not mandatory that people have to give their
hair to God before entering the temple. As far we know, Hair is NOT
impure... Leaving hair after tonsure at tonsuring places will be given to

God directly.”

14.Gotirupati website: quotes the legend, and finishes off that the idol said
“he said all the hair given to him by devotees in Tirumala or Tirupati
belongs to N”d. Giving our hair to god is a symbol of leaving our ego”

15.Pilgrim in video (1): “Selling (the hair) in the market...that is a business,
I know very well. But my mindset is I am coming, I am shaving my
hairs, I am giving it to god. This is my mindset, my heartset and when
[ am shaving I am praying for the gods”

16.Documentary — “The Hair Brained Fashion Scheme’:- “Millions of
Indians believe sacrificing their hair is the path to happiness... in their
pursuit of good fortune many will make a very personal offering (their



hair). A woman is beautiful with hair and after offering the hair to God
she’s still beautiful.”

17.“INDIAN HAIR INDUSTRIES” documentary “In this temple in
Southern India, thousands of devotees are preparing to make a rather
unusual offering. Some of them have waited years for this moment.
Growing their hair before giving it to the gods. It is a sacred ritual for
millions of hindus.”

18.Documentary “Just Extensions” by Ms. Riqua Hailes. One pilgrim says
“God has the scar. The pilgrim has given her hair, to cover the scar. And
than god gives (blessing) to her. The pilgrim will come here, they will
give their hair. Than the hair will be... on his scar.”

19.Documentary “Good Hair” from Chris Rock “When he fulfilled my
desires, I promised him I'd give him my hair.”

20.From the book “Sikh Religions and Hair” pg. 43 “Hindus began to offer
the hair to the deity instead of the head. Presumably at some stage
religious and fertility rituals somehow got associated with hair, which
began to be offered as an alternative to human sacrifice.”

21.“Head and Heart” by Mary Storm Pg. 29 "Hair sacrifice has its own
specifically charged symbolism, but it also shares much of the same
symbolism as head offerings, and as such should probably be understood
as a non-violent substitute for head offering."

22."The New life" by Arthur H. Daniels pg. 31 "In their origin the hair
offering and the offering of ones own blood are precisely similar in
meaning."

23.“The Census of India” 1981, pg. 251 “T'onsure ceremony is the most
popular custom of Tirumala. ... The Lord accepts from the devotees
anything one can offer but he especially likes their hair offering...”

24.“Entanglement, Emma Tarlo pg. 82: "Hair is a woman’s beauty, a
woman with shoulder-length hair tells us as we step outside. 'When she
gives it to God, her beauty goes straight to him.”

25.“The Tribes and Castes of the Central Provinces of India” by R. V.
Russell pg. 86: "Another case of the hair offering is that made in
tulfilment of a vow or at a temple, in this case the hair appears to be a
gift-offering which is made to the god representing the life and
strength of the donor".

26."Hair" By Scott Lowe pg. 41: "Indian hair is an outgrowth of long
established religious practices of sacrifice, in which female devotees on
pilgrimage shave their head hair and present it as an offering to a

deity".




27.Dr. Anand Mohan: - He explains that there is no point in selling the hair
yourself after tonsuring and no point in throwing it directly into the
garbage: “Well, what’s the point of it then? You aren’t giving it awayj;
you are making a profit out of it then. What is the sanctity of saying,
“Well, if this happens, I'll offer my hair,” and then you want to profit
form that!... Because you say you are offering to the presiding deity at
that particular temple, so there’s no point in throwing it in the garbage.”

28.From Eidus of R* G. West — That the pilgrims explained to him that the
offering of hair is identical to the coconut offering, and that hair is not
impure.

29.Priest 1: From a conversation R G. West had with a priest: “If you
offer, this means, we are oftering the head, like that, It’s symbolic for the
head offering, head is the beatification... symbolic of the beautification
that is the symbolic of the hair offering... it is looking like head
offering.”

30.Priest 2: “That is why the people all over India come to temple and oftfer
their hair to god and god receives the hair as a holy sacrifice. Why,

because offering coconut and other things that are not part of the body
and they considered as prasada (offering tfood to god). But hair offering
is from the body that to it [the body], it is the beauty of the person. By
offering them he shows it is a sacrifice to the god, and god also considers
it as a Holy Sacrifice.”

31.Priest 3: “So many people will have some questions about the hair that
was given in this religious custom...Once we think whether it is useful
in any way to god... So no doubt, every flower, fruit, leaves etc.,
whatever you offer to god it will reach him. Whatever it comes with,

these things reaches to the god. We are expressing our firm beliet in
this.”

32.Priest 4: “...Originally, he is a live (living) god who came from
Vaikuntha and became a statue here... While coming to...he met an
accident with a cow herd, he throw the axe...Axe make a wound here.
At that time he lost hair here. For that only we give hairs to him.
That’s the reason we are shaving the hairs here.”

33.Priest 5: “Offering of the hair is considered very special & sacred
especially in Tirumala. People believe in the offering of the hair, in
return for the blessings received. In that, the offer is made with the
fullest sincerity... An offering of hair is more precious than
coconut/flowers... Lord Vis—- is a very compassionate god and he




accepts anything offered with devotion and true love to devotee's
might.”

34.Priest 6: “there is a purpose of tonsuring. It is the practice, it is the
custom, it is the practice started in Tirupati which has now... Correct,
correct. I want so many things... If someone’s giving me something free
and if I donate that... I got it free I'm returning it back so that doesn't,
it’s not a sacrifice it’s not the thing. But something which I earn myself,
[ put my effort and I earned something and from that earning, if I'm
giving it 100% that’s a real sacrifice.”

35.Priest 7: “In our tradition the Lord Venkat--— has got an injury of his
head. one of his, like uh his beauty, lady beauty called Ne—De-— [Q: She
gave her hair?’] Yes, Than he said in Telugu that who gives the hair...”

36.Priest 8: “...Yeah, that means we already offered to god. We already
give it to the god.”

37.Priest 9: “And the women are giving hair for their own desire to give to
Bal... their hair, for their good luck, for their health, a lot of things...
Like an offering, yeah. So in that way you're giving something to
Bala....”

38.Priest 10: “Even in different big temples all over India, they go give
their hair like a sacrifice.”

39.Priest 11: “Q: But do they feel that they're giving the hair to the deity?
A: To the god, yes! Q: Do they think in their minds that they are doing
it for the deity, that he accepts the hair? A: Yes, yes. Exactly! Exactly!

40.Priest 12: “People giving hair to Bal... because Bala.. has a bald spot...
Had accident got hit with the axe. Ne”d donate to Bala... That's why
people give to the lord... people giving the hair, that belongs to
Ned..vi.”



